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The Robinson Family Migrated to Wisconsin in 1847

The Robinson Family moved to Wisconsin from Rochester, New York in 1847, the first to arrive
was my great grandmother Lucy China (Newell) Robinson at 19 years of age; she was the
daughter of Josiah Newell & Ann Marie (Hungerford) Newell. My great great grandfather John
Robinson and his son John W. Robinson arrived in 1853-51, also from Rochester, New York and
Natchez, Mississippi respectively. John W. Robinson & Lucy Newell were united in marriage on
the 21% May 1851; it is unknown what relationship existed between the Robinson & Newell
families in Rochester prior to moving to Wisconsin.

John Robinson won the election for mayor, forming the first city government of Beaver Dam,
Dodge County, Wisconsin with a total of 548 votes cast. His son John W. Robinson was elected
as the 4th Ward Alderman under his father’s administration in 1856. That same year John & John
W. Robinson, along with 18 others started the Masonic Lodge in Beaver Dam. They met in
February of 1856 under dispensation from the Grand Lodge in Milwaukee, Wisconsin; the Lodge
was granted a charter in June of that year. John was elected as the worshipful master and John W.
Robinson was elected secretary pro-tem. It is believed the Robinson’s were members of Lodge
No. 660 in Rochester, New York prior to their move to Wisconsin. The city was growing rapidly
with great opportunities for their family’s growth and service to the community.

The Mayor’s son John W. Robinson was a prominent druggist and businessman in Beaver Dam.
In 1855 John W. Robinson was named a charter member of Wayland University during its
incorporation by the Wisconsin Senate and Assembly; this was historically unprecedented to list
the individual names of charter members.

John W. Robinson died the 7" February 1857 on his return trip home from a business engagement
in Chicago, Illinois. Stricken by a sudden illness, he stopped at the home of his sister and brother
in-law (Mr. Charles M. & Katherine E. Hoyt) in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. There he succumbed to
Quincy (inflammation of the tonsils). His body was returned to Beaver Dam where he received a
Masonic Funeral, and was laid to rest in the cemetery on University Avenue and Burnett Street in
Beaver Dam. Even though he died in the 31* year of his life, his accomplishments were many,
as [ have documented in the following text. May he rest in peace!
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