_best We Forget. -

The Bachhuber famlly.camg 0 Wisconsin during the early South |
German immigration to America, 1848 bsing thé year of their entiv.
The first and second generations, EBuTopean born, have long since |
pasged away. The third gemeration, American born, knows but Llite’
tle of the trisls and struggles-of these true pionsars, while to
succeeding generations they arze bul names from the dim past. It .
is thepurpose of the following. lines to aid in preserving the nem-
ory of our heroic forebears, their coursge, their fortitude; their

| industry, their visgon. ‘ o

Martin Bachhuber decided to turn his back .on his native - . .
g Bavariz and to enigraizs to America. - This waeln 1848, vhen he was
g tDirty-six years of age. He turned his assets into cash, and

mith bhis famlly, took passage in' a sailshlp, and left bis Father~
tenc forever. He hoped to.found a new home in 2 new country. He.
wag the only one of that family to emigrats to farawsy Amerios
at that early date. C . Lo T SRR
| Martin Bachhuber was born at the village of Deglkofen, nesr ]
| Regensburg (Ratisbon) in Upper Franconla (Oberfranken), Bavarism.
We'know but 1ittle of hls Tamily, practically noshing of his .
parents. He had gseveral brothers, with whom he corresponded
for over a dedadé, and their replies to his ietters are still
| oreserved in the family. The familiar givén names prevall. There
lare letters from iAlois and Franz, and in one there ls Peference
to 2 som of Franz, Johann. I1 would appear that ‘all of them were
d farmers, 2nd Hartin himself is-described'in hispassport as a
Kleingttlier, owner of a small farm. It seems that, as yet, there
§ were nelther factories nor railroads, fOT thers is no refersnce
d in any of the letiers to labor, other than farm lzbox, not to. .
| means of travel, other than the siage coach. We also know that
y Mertin Bachhuber was skilled in veterinery surgery and medicine,

§ and many of the letiers are asddressed to him as TiersTed. Also,

cen the farm in Town Lercy where the Max Bachhuber Fazily lived

B - frox 1880-18B89, thers were warlotns instromehts used in that work,

g whick had belonged to him. He must have been quite vérsstile for

in later years ne also became a brewer. . R

.. It wouldoe interesting to know just why he forsook the land .of =
hig fathsrs to geek a faraway #wilderness home. One can eagily de-
duce some of the reasons, for the letters referred to before con~
stantly speak of the "life of 2 slave® they were leading in the
bomelend, and of the high taxes znd "other char €5 constantly creep-
Ying dnf,  In one letter military service is menlioned. A matter
refprred to again and again is the high price of wheat, Tye and po-

i Ltetoes. and the exceedingly poor harveste of $hat period, there have
g inz been z succession of oroy failures. I e

It is not easy for us today to picture %o ourselves the Aiffi-
culty of ewmigrating to a fataway coumbry in 1843.. Travel was slow
and tirescme., Thede leiters required two months to reach their
| destlnation. 'is yet there wers no etéamers to ply the ocean. as a =
| few decades later. Travelers hadto také passage in sailships. 4lso, I8

8 theyvere bound for a counbry where.language and ocustoms were strange. i

f The sarlier immigrants did not know even the most important details

gbout the new country,
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They hiad no idea of the distance from New York to Milwaukee.  They -
B only k¥new they would be fres from the tyramnieal restrictions of the -
Bl honeland, TWhen they arrived in the' promissd 1 S
MM highly skilled in gome line, found that there was nowrk for them,

M =nd they were forced to settle‘pn'land'in The backwoods, to hew out

?-which they eked oul only g miéerable.azistence,

_ﬁ-we read that he,possessed‘property tp the. velue of 730 foring’
N =nd that nils wife oonﬁribuﬁed.309;florins_iq{daﬁ
B 50 florins as her dowry. T S

'flply had entirely dwindleg away when'g:aﬁdfathér”managed}tohget a2 Dbag
g of wheat. . But the mill wes 35 miles away at‘Kilwaukee,,and]the only way
l of getting it-ﬁhers.w§3'to'oarry-ition his back. 'Thisltrip3required T

g Relief was near, however, for Max daw a-deer. He Yushed into the house
M o askt mother permission o use the rifle. She consénted only because

E it down and Jobn, with his penny khife‘(kreuzerbugger}.ruéhéd in ang

B there was Foog in the house, the fai po:tidns.their,meaﬁ,fbeilean their
N bread., Fan g Ca el el

"

and, newcomers, unless

a hiome -for themselves thers, Thig always me=n

& .péricd of years during

Avparently, the‘brothers-wéré_éag&r;tq,folloﬁ Hartin to America, ..

;:but they were gripped by the fear that they might'beccme:*beggars in

a strange land¥ and they never develoPed‘$béthquisite'ccurage;to take .-

the final step ang emigrate. In faet, a2k times improved in the homew

Z2nd, the letters greduslly cesséd and fiez were slowly broken. The

fmerican bora generaticn didnot know and- soon lost interest in 'their -

Zuropezn relztives, e T S S R
H2rtin Bachhuber parried Theres Dirmaier, Tn the'marriage’oontmacf;":?

£oulden)

2 and an outfit worth . -

To them were born five children: Max, John, Barbara, Emmeran, and .

i;'Eligius, the last dying at the ageé of six. ?Gfuthese-ﬁax; the gldest,

wag sent %o the-Klostérsechule (¥onastery Schcol}eat"ﬁegEnsburg, whera'

B he studies Latin andwathematics, Family’traditiops'pays:that his . U«
d tuition wes paid by ‘thé maig and mengervarnis of the neighboring estats

and that It wag planned he should ‘become a vriest. ‘His studies were, - .

N however, soon broken off when the family went +4c.the new world, He =
W vas ihen 13 years old, x R : S

The family came direcily to ilwaukes, then a 1ittle town.of 3500,
whsre they arrived probably din August,'aatheiz-passpoft,Wae viged in

BN G2vre on June 9, 1846, gnd it is. probablg also that they salied from

B that port, Here they stayed only a;éhor%'time, as grandfzther bought
& =nd setiled on a. forty zcre traot near St. Lawrence in Toﬁn‘ﬁddison;
j fow Washington Coumty.

¥ Eleven. Here they erected a log cabisn, one. room with a loft, Olesar-

They always”refgrred-to Tomm Addison as Town

ing the land of iis huge oaks and maples. was backbreakijg work, for

the only implements they bad ‘wére the ax, the grubhoe, and the saw.

N Explosives were unknown, or too high priced for their meager purses.

: bue te this and to the lsteness of - the seasoﬁ;’%hey made 1little heagd-
B way that yedr angd the following winter wes oné of nesr atarvation, .

Family traditien says that ihe cnly feod they had for months was

g turnipe and venison.

An incident sbout the food problem is of infersst. " Theif food sipe

geveral daiys. In theweantime the children complained bitterly of hungé:.

she had also become weak from bupnger,  Thirtsen year 0ld Max, accom-

N panied by twelve vear ‘6ld Jokn loaded the clumey rifle and ®ment in- search KN

of the deer. They found it in g densensﬁamp.;uﬁ-well#aimEQ*Shot b:éught';f
slashed its throat. Hother was called to help drag it in. That nighy B

t makes mern early

0fAittle boys.
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Hardshinsg of ‘other'nature,'toowwe:e theirs..-Thére ¥aAS no medicsl
help available, . They had to depend_on;thaﬁse1VES. LI isAreporteq.by
the grandson {2, Kiink, ®BaEny years superintendent of the Dodge Sounty
farms) of another garly gettlel of*thercommunity that.grandfatber.set
the fractured'hip of their neighbor'who'had'been,st3uck by = falling’
firee, anc. secured g rerfect union, " Lo :
Thig Tarm was ng Plave-for g man'of'grandfather'
Fyears later saw him return %o ¥ilwaukee. Here he be
. veterinary surgery,: i i ] i

2. and they eould afford »

“In their long trips the brotherg frequently caze to Towm Leroy,
. Dodgs Sounty, where-aigroup of Bavarign families hag setiled 25 sarly

' as 1844, Here thpey found oilga friends ang heard their familiar‘dialect T
2nd here Max settled on his Harriage 'in 1856, & Tew Yearsilster

the remainder of the family'settle¢ infmayville,- i i k=

Wiles apay . where‘grandfather passed‘away in 1g%c
' In thebourse o tige Tather grew fo mants estate. Long before this
-he hagd dotie p mantg work, ig thought it gaa time he sgt
. 8 howe for bimgelf g ivi - hi; R to Fing o helpmg

Bf hig courtship wag ¥ &y mother, “It-iz a ro
‘mantic bacause'so.unusual.‘ Said grandfather to his gom:
"Mex, I think it iy time ‘for you o maryyh '
Do you know anyoner . C
"Ho.% . - .
""¥o ons at alipr Lo e B
FWell,-the:a-ig&he.cousin-bf the Huerzingertgn, .

"Hawa you Bpoken to hapin _ o B

li;d_ i ) . . - . o
"Wéll,.you.hétter‘go'pverjand gee hér“.; ) T
ccordingly, he #spruoed'up"fand went. She opensd ‘the do
staumered and. hesitateq, S ‘ ) .
“Reglh he eaig, M1 you will taks me, I'1i WEITYy youl,
Yeg 1111 take you®, . “ E o

, 4 80, the ccuriship, Waile - excésdin
-c8sgful. . On Feb. '8, 1858 they
.Hilwaukeel They : { ; =5 _ ‘
- Theress Engel - ‘ Tasgr, : varia {Fisder~
. bayersn) on Harch 30, 5. -the ge 11d.  Her father, .
Georg Tngel, vmed a Kieingut bers. ' Hawrg work end,smalllremuneraticn
was their Iet, . ag the members of thse Tawily gpew up they zasigted gith
thb‘farmwbrkaand alseo w T neighbors, Presently‘mother went to -
WOTE In a houseRBolg 3 1o8U. -Here the hours weve long : '
CLEToUs, whils thg WALeS were g meve Pittance, *This drove me to
Americal® . 1 d me oee time, but I guspest that the spiri¢ oF .

or fbr him. He

adventure slso was a motive. as she hag Planned for only
3 short stay. R o ST o ST
. The:ea'Engel,‘at‘ ; _ en, - _ s&a it company -
of ‘an clder.lady.fxien , M ‘ ] tai 2tiveg,  gns sailed
from‘Bremén-on_ sailghiy uwa,. and fort days on the = - .
0céan. Bhe entered the I l nd- i % York, S8he at once bought
a ticked for Buffalo, but was_surprised';c fing 88 Were §o many others in
the same situation, when she ocame to Albany, that the remainde:;bf_the
E 571D was %0.be on the Grie Canal, T B -
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¥ This part of ‘the trlp was Tery. ued oug,; 80 she left the barhe at Htlca..
But shs was bound for Milwasukee, so. she did not stay here. 10ng, and -
continued by rsil to Busfale. Hére she tock pissage in & steamer ‘and
{ stopped off’ for a while at what was then calle ianlﬁomoc_ﬂapids, from
whers she finished her aourney by Su&@e coach In Hilwaukse she spent.
some tlme in dbmestic service, but soom ar*an el for o permsnbnu. stay
in ker ovn bhoume as toldbe orv..———d—
On thelr arzivel in Leroy, the young couple took DOSSEESIOH cf ‘their. .
{ néw log house, erected by father the year before. 4AlTeady a con31derable’
nugber of settlers had preceded them, and this vmllage had bEen & post
I office under the name ©f Farmeraville since 1848 Mr. Lsmberson and r. -
G111l keving been sarly positmisters., =Soeon father became ‘postmaster.. In
addition ‘to the pogi office he alsc carried on = genﬂral store and '
tavern, abd the 1ittle hall above became the recreatlion ecsnter for ths .

commanity, &g he arranged dances, puppet shows, and other entertainments, g8

This slsc pecame a favorlte vlace for wedding partiss. .

Other industries _Soon Sprang up. A blaokseitn shop wasg cpera*e by
Mr., Katzendobler, and a wagon shon by Eazrl Gruber. Latsr the blzcksalth,
Earl Wagher, also located here. On 2 neighboring tract’ ﬁncle Lawrence
Weix, who haG marTied fatherls sistér, masm alreaiy engaged in making a-
farm, & tallor alsc care to 3he commanlty, Ferdinsnd Gregor known €8
Schneiderfertl, and two shoemakers, Anton Hoertle znd Sabastlap FWein-

berger, located nearhby. The creek just west of Farmersville was dammed:
" in various places and furnished poweT for seversl sawmills. T heard +he
names Blanchard, Holdridge, Wanninger and Tnole lawrence Welx in thi
connection. The old up~andﬁawn saws must have beén awkward implemenvs
for sawlng the heavy oak and maple logs, but the wany board fendes and
sawed posts of the neighborhood attest to the industry of the cwners.

In 2ddition to the occupau;ons mentioned, father also agqulred some lang,
and added farming and feed grinding as further secupations. :

In the cours2 of time a large fadily was born: indrew 1856
Urescentia 1858; Mary 1880; Emaran, 1883: Max 1864; Kats 1886; Jchn 1888;
Alsis {(Louis) 18?0 Albert’ 1872; mely 1874, Alphons IB7T end Hugo (C.H:)
1879. © 0f theszs 21l grew %o maturity excepd Emwﬁran, who died Ain ezriy -
¢hilcdhood, and Emlly who wus killed by =2 crazed cow, also early in-

) Ghlldnood.

: Pather was always active “011t10allv. Ee was.toaﬂ elerk and. justice
of the peaceé for many years and he also ggrved in the state leégiglature
as assamnlyman a number of terms 1880, 1884, 1875, '

- In 185% Town Leroy was still decldealy nrlmltlve.‘_“h ferest was
broken only 1n*requently by llttle clearings where settlers had obiained
a footheld. Por this reason it was. referred to by pecple of n@arby
Mzayville as "der Busch', the Fforsst. Tridians were etill momeroug.
especially slong Horican Marsh, then Lske, and they mmde frsguent trips
- past our place as they were on their way to Theéresa, whers Bolemon
Junsau, thée sgent, had in the wmeantiue settled. OCften, too, they ocame
to ocur place to b&g, end. thelr shadow would flit zcross ﬁhe window whete
mother sat. gewing by candle light. French charcoal burners were alse
located Lere, and many a ferm ip stlll covered with bits of charcoal to
remind ng of their azckivity.

Tragedy soon siruck the ;amlly, for cn Feb. 2, 1879 father russed
away, 1eav1ng mother with nine ‘ehiildren, . the tontb %he writer, to be .
born on the following day. It was now that moﬁner’s Iesourcefulnnss and
greal strenaﬁa of charaotﬁr began to stand out.
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. the weaving having ; ' . _ _
"nis weaving or rather loom with hiw. Pieces of this lineén are §vill

. Tragkdy scon struch the family, foy on Feb. 3, 1878, father

pasasd. awdy, leaving motherwith nine children, ths tenilb,,the

writer, to'\be Dorm on the\ following day. \'I} was now that motherfs:
pegourcefulhess and great \strengih of chalacter began to stand out.

in. the mesntime the Fond du Lac, Arboy,; and Peoris RR had been . -

built From Iren Ridge 1o Fond du Laze, bul it passged two miles east
of Farmersviile, and = station was located 2 wile north of that i
point, This scon 1led to the dropying of the post office al Farmera—
7il1s {1882). A new one was egtavlished &% Enowles,:the. station, snd

with' this most of the business also went o the new place, as well 28

to Mayviltle, =g roads improwved.’ -Mother with her big Ffamily did notf =
stay long in the oid place, but prompbly. traded it for another fams ad-
jacent to the one théy had owned since 1873, -The spring of 1880 saw
the fatherléss family migrate to a new home on the farm, half a mils
ATEY « : . . o Lo R

However, farwing as mother had %o .carry i% on, was uphill work.
Ls the family grew up oné after snother left the maternal home, fthus
making motheT carry op with hirdd men and litile boys, and so, Tealiz-

 ing that this was not a desirsble tndertaking for her; che sold out,

1889, znd moved onee wore, this fime to Hayvlile, to retire from sc-

tive life. But wmother reslly never retired; she remained active o

the end other lifs. S oo ' Do o ‘
A the ¥ax Bachhuber family had achleved some degres of well-being,

. mother prevailed upon her family %o follow hexr to $he new world. They

did as father's family had done before them, sold oul and in 1837,

all excepting Joséph, sst out on the long trall to the new wozld. “In
addition %o mother, Theress, there were five other childrens Orescentia,
Wary, Joserh, (eocrge =nd Magdalen. Orandfather George Engel was A
destined never tc see the.new home, for he died of cholera onh ship-
board a few days out ofperd, and he was puried vt -gea. 'The remainder
of the family with the exception noted, cume dirsctly to Milwaukes.
Crescentia apnd Mary goon were married, while Magdalen went to Mimmsgoia
with a family by whom she had been employaed; where she was alsc marrisd.
Georze and Joseph, ithe latier coming after he had finished his appren-

‘ticeghip, stayed with the folks at. Leroy until they éstablished homes

of thelr cwn, while grandmother stayed with the family until her death
in 1868. All of thea have long -since gone to theg Great Beyond..
0ivil War days laid a heavy zand on the family. ,fhen the draft.

"ecame fathér and Uncle Lawrencé Weix were sssigned to the colors.  .Ths
- draft was not selective then as in the World ¥War, snd. the men wsere torn

frem their nelplsss families. Father wad not go situsted that bs ocould
go, for his brother John had just diedj so he availed hlwself of the
privilege of furnishing a subsiitute and Uncle Joseph Engel went in his
place. For this service father assigned 1o Uncle Jog 'a house and-
several seres of land, ~ Unclé George volunieérsd at the zge of 18.z:nd

. joined the 26. Regiment of Wisconsin Voluntéers which became a part

of the Iron Brizsde under Gen.  Edward Si Bregg. Hs served throughout
Shermanis campalgn through the hesrt of the Confedéracy. -
‘During those days these Bavsrian immigrants suffered severesly as

a1l vrices, espécially of cotton goods, soardd tremendously. B¢ intenssy

1y £sit was $his that they soweéd flax, snd spun-and wove it into cloth,
ﬁesn done by one of theé neiglibors, who had brought
in. possession of the family end are highly cherished. . How hazd their
1ot was’ may be seen from the faoct that‘harﬁ;yhone;able!bodieﬁzman wES -
left in the entire community.- : L o T
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} - Just ‘aftér the war in the’

§ shape of terridvle epidemic of small poz. Suffering wasg widespTread,
and death, fook its toll frem almost every family, Vaceination, me -
they practiced it, was crude in Fforw and was usually dong by a member of
the family who took vatoine from the goab of cne who had just bsen

R vaccinated. I remember wmany whe had been horribly disfigured during
thie spidemic.. - R , - ' B .

Tie family prospered and achisved somedegres of success and promie
nence. Many are intellectually inclined and have studied for ths . . o
g varicus professions, notably, medicine and teaching, while one has PLo- .
§ncunced his voms and is = mevber of the Society of Jesus. T
These Bavarian immigrants of Leroy were 211 Oatholics .and thay
prompily made provision for divine worship. At first missionaries,
Fr. Bshl beling mwerdioned in this connection, msagerly supplisd their
needs. A% an early date, .sgme time in the 1ate fortles,; the Stexz -

§ famlly who came in 1847 (ihe first Bavarlen séttléer was Johann Ernsgt, c

j celled Lrmsi'n Hans), donated a pisce of land on which they erected

{2 modsst log church.  Anciher and darger bullding soon tosk its place.

f 1o 1882 = thon pretentiocus brick building was erected; but this soon.
also proved lnadequats, and & Fine modern church wae built in the
late nimstiesn. = s - - . S

his church all the Bachhuberls of Leroy pelonged, =nd hers

4dded to these hardships oame snother

To this
§ all the children of Max and Theress Bechtiber were baptized, and here
likewise are Buried the maternal grandmother, as well as Unole Johm
Bachhuber. Fother wae zlso buried here, but his remains wers remcved
to the Catheolic Jemetery.at ¥ayviltle, following motheris death, -~ - .
April 34, 1917, and heére wother and Tather are resting side by side,
28 once, in.the early pioneer daye of Leroy, they had worked side by
side in wresiling with the problem of crgating home for ithemselves:
| 2xd their children. T N
Bay eternal peace be theirs! .




